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1951, setting up the current classi- 
fication system throughout the 
federal government 

Successive presidents have 
modified the policy. A alight liber- 
alization begun by President Rub- 
aid Nixon, whose administration 
was confronted by a masa of docu- 
ments in need of declassification 
from World War H, was ended by 
President Ronald Beagap unth the 
J now-infamous Executive Order 
12356 in 1982. ' ' 

Reagan “abruptly revereed a 30- 
year trend toward leas classifica- 
tion,” says Robert Park, spokes- 
man for die American Physical So- 
ciety, the nation’s leading organi- 
zation of physicists- ‘’The new 
policy could be paraphrased #a 
‘When in doubt, classify.* f •- 
, The order suited Reaggm 1 # views 

of a Cold War struggle with the 
Evil Empire. But a House of Bep- 
msentatives study found that Bea- 
gan’s classification process was-al- 
ao used “to protect diplomatic rela- 
r tions, hide bargaining positions . . . 
T protect politically embarrassing in- 
* formation ... hide government 
*... misconduct , ., (and) avoid disclo- 
sures under the Freedom of Infor- 
s mation Act” 

e A U.S. ambassador avea classi- 
3 Sect the menu for a dinner party to 
make sure his guests would be sur- 
3 prised by the food, says Rep. Lea 
1 Hamilton, D-Ind., ex-chairman of 
the Intelligence Committee. 


States. 

Each working day, U.S. govern- Morton Halperin, ACLU director. 
m^nt. employees stamp 26.000 pub, "We haue been left behind with o 
lie records 7 million classifies- legacy of secrecy.’' 
tion decisions a year, each covering ■ ■ ” 

UP to g Of the rights of Americans associa 

TO^SeTtS' ed with the Cold War are thankfe 
, CRJ2T or JvF ly gone from the scene* we m\ 

government decided last month are classifications higher than j )een ^ behind with a legacy < 
that the American pubbe could pe TOP SECRET, but their very code secrecy that continues to unde 
safely entrusted with the secrets names and numbers are, of course, mme democratic principles/’ sa; 
contained in classified document classified. L . ■ Morton Halperin, director of tl 

WCD-9944- X-1. To protect the^ secrecy of the 1 Washingtoi; office of the America 

A treatise on European troop trillion classified documents, these Qm Libertieg Union> 
movements in World War I re- employees face background checks sv w ^ ^ fresh as th 
counting the clandestine exploits aha questions about their sex lives, | £ . a . 

of Gustav Wertheim van Heuke- marital infidelities, friends, emo ^ 

lom and other U.S. agents, the dam tional health, use or alcono» or | ra gg Q f assassination researchei 
ument was drafted by the War Be- drugs, and finances. , j the National Archives successful 

partment on April 15, 1917. “I think it is fair to say that we , ofabied ^ House j udiciary C or 

“If its confidential classification have not changed thm^ radically 1 ^ build & ^ 

were to he taken seriously, one smee the end of the Gold War, k ^ Droposed legislation 1 
would have to infer that disclosure says Steven Garfinkel, the remark- 1 R government’s secret fil 
r,f th« document ‘reasonably could ably candid secrecy czar fpr the ) on 4-Uo oocdcotnafiAn nf IrroaiHp' 


Despite end of the 

Coidw^ua 

hesit^ m : s 

declassifying data 

By John Aloytiu* Fimli 
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Dismantling of system urged 

What’s to be done? A change of 
attitude at the top is needed, says 
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, D- 
N.Y., or a Cold War hangover will 
afflict U.S. policy in the same way 
that numbing secrecy and intellec- 
tual conformity prevented U-S.an- 


oftommuEism. .*r+ ; - 

nmins a hard sell in Washington. 

Spurred by Congress, CIA Di- 
rector Robert Gates has been the 
administration’s most vocalprotoo- 
n ent for a new spirit of openness in 
government. ::vv;i-i y-; i $&/'. -?[i 
He has taken: several tSteps to 
make the agency more, responsive 
to requests from Capitol Hill, his- 
torians and the public. Gates even 
ordered a task force report on 
Greater CIA Openness. -- - 

Old habits are hard to break, 
however. “Invulnerable to irony,” 
as Aftergood put it, the CIA cen- 
sors at first stam ped the Openness 
Report CONFIDENTIAL. 


- y 7 - 7,:. i mission, which Ford appointed to 

sources at hand -t declassifying the | ^ CIA >- involvement 

monstrous paper trail. |Y in domestic affeirs In 1975 and 

%j U , Q U , .i>u rri r i » : I which probed allegations that 

S * crec ‘ , . § linked Lee Harvey Oswald and; 

The final warehouse ^ne m | Jack Ruby to the CIA and docu- 

‘Rmders of the Lost Ark” “ | merited the CIA’s attempts to SB-f 
accurate representation of the U.S. ^ ^ Fidel Castro . ^ 

government s locked closets. \ — — — 

Though the loyalty oaths, black- Reagan tightened secrecy polity 
lists and other features of McCar- Governments have always 
thyism have faded with time, U.S. guarded their military secrets, yet 
democracy still bears the scars of the current excessive urge to classi- 
the days of nuclear terror and su- fy is cleariy a Cold Wai legacy, 
perpowef confrontations. • President Hatty S Truman Mk 




